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gift. 


by this single seasonal effort. 





CHRISTMAS CHALLENGE 


Would you like to find a solution for the knotty problem of Christmas gifts and at the same time help Between the 
Lines greatly increase its influence for an alert, fearless Christian lay mind in America? 
was a big success and we have already receive many letters urging that we extend the Christmas gift plan to larger purposes. 
Every subscriber has some relative or friend who, having either seen copies of Between the Lines or heard of it, would 
be delighted to receive a year’s subscription as a Christmas gift. 
son to receive a year’s gift subscription with a dollar. 


Now if every one of our subscribers will let us help him with his Christmas shopping this way, by January 1 the num- 
ber of Christian individuals who are being made more alert and effective by this information service will be enormously increased 
Think of what we can do now in a few weeks! 
tive or friend is a courageous, tough-minded individual. 
subsists on spoon-fed propaganda and does not want to have his prejudices and old fixed opinions disturbed. 
truth Between the Lines has created is only for the stout of soul! 


Our gift subscription suggestion last year 


All you have to do is send in the name and address of the per-. 
We do the rest, sending a Christmas card as an announcement of your 


Make out that list today ... but be sure the rela- 
The diet of Between the Lines is too stout for the spiritual sissy who 
This fellowship of 








Catholic Purge 


Some newspapers have carried brief re- 
ports of riotous disturbances in South 
America, particularly in Argentina, where 
valuable books have been torn out of li- 
braries, publishing houses purged of all 
manuscripts written by certain authors, and 
art galleries stripped of paintings by certain 
modern masters. The few brief press re- 
ports that have reached this country have 
merely stated that these purges had taken 
place, usually at the actual direction of 
police officials, “under paroxysms of anti- 
communist rage”. 

But the inside story of these outbursts 
of violent action is that the authors and 
artists, whose works are being purged, are 
particularly forceful voices of political and 
spiritual liberalism and the action against 
them is being organized and promoted by 
clerical (Roman Catholic) interests. 

Soon after this explanation had reached 
America and had been denied by American 
Catholic authorities, fresh news came from 
Argentina that new outbreaks had occurred 
aimed at Masonic clubs and Protestant 
schools. Buildings have been damaged and 
burned, many victims of the mobs have been 
severely beaten. Cries of “down with the 
Protestant Bolsheviks” have become fami- 
liar, although intelligent sincere American 
Catholics would be the first to feel grief and 
shock at these reports. 

Is mob violence, burning of valuable vol- 
umes by noted courageous thinkers and de- 
stroying masterpieces with a message of 
freedom from feudalistic bondage, to be 
the policy of the Church in Latin America 
now that the Nazis will soon be through 
with such tactics? 

The newspapers of America, fearing re- 
percussions from Catholic advertising and 
readers, are saying very little about this. 


Bible Rationed 


The Bible Societies and book stores are 
finding it necessary to ration the sale and 
distribution of Bibles. The unusually heavy 
demand is due to war-time conditions plus 
the paper shortage and other difficulties of 
production, and publishers are unable to fill 
all the orders they receive for Bibles. Al- 
though three or four times more Bibles are 


(Continued on next page) 


Behind the Scenes at the Moscow Conference 


Here is about what we are to be told concerning the diplomatic conferences in Mos- 
cow: England, the United States and Russia have reached mutually satisfactory de- 
cisions on all salient political issues and have set up a working agreement for further 
and full collaboration on the war, the same working accord to be pledged as the basis 
for the continued cooperation in the post war period. These are the main points that 
are being shaped up now behind closed diplomatic doors and will be announced (pes- 
sibly before you read this) in some of the varied forms of diplomatic language. ‘ 


Big official propaganda efforts will play up these agreements as the real thing, the 
door now open to lasting peace, “full United Nation cooperation now in reach for the 
post war world”, and so on. In this country, the administration will make a big noise 
over it to strengthen its sagging political position at home; the Churchill government 
will do the same in London for the same reason. In Moscow Uncle Joe, as he usually 
does, will probably wink at the Russian people over his shouder and keep his fingers 
crossed. 


Russian Interests 
told. 
as there is the mutual necessity to cooperate against a common foe. When that is 
over, and the danger to Russian interests, British investments and American security 
is over, their selfish nationalism and imperialism will again have full sway. This 
can be proven by undeniable self-evident facts. Russia is winning the war on a four 
to one basis of effort and cost to human life and Russia has a right all the world must 
respect to demand compensation in eastern Europe in the way of frontier changes to 
guarantee against the occurrence of another invasion from western Europe. 


Also, Russia’s interests in Asia are paramount and Russia’s interests in Asia are 
revolutionary, based on race equality and socialization of life and property. British 
interests in Asia are also paramount, but British interests in Asia are based on an un- 
altered core of racial superiority and exploitation of resources rather than socialization: 


China Russia intends to play up to China, India and all the rest of Asia’s people on. 
terms of extended soviet forms of brotherhood, equality and mutual sharing of the deve- 
lopment of economic resources. Britain is doing its utmost to keep China down. (British 
influence demanded that China not be included as a first class power in the Moscow 
conferences because of fear of repercussions in India and elsewhere where the future 
of British prosperity demands maintenance of the “status quo”.) Britain can manage 
this present suppression of China because Chiang Kai Shek is sitting on a volcano of 
revolutionary revolt inspired by. powerful communist forces. To the younger, newer 
and rapidly growing proletarian movements in China, Chiang Kai Shek represents 
wealth and an aristocratic dictatorship, for the Soong clan, which Chiang heads up by 
marriage, represents the top layer of China’s wealth. Thus Chiang, to balance the 
pressure on him from Moscow, must at least temporarily bow to British demands for 
he needs British support to brace him against Russia’s powerful underground pressure. 


America’s Influence In this picture of interlacing duplicity behind the formal dip-, 
lomatic front are the American interests which the average Englishman and Russian 
understand much better than the average American. America will step out of this 
war by vast odds the number one sea and air power, and Russia the number one land 
and air power. Thus Britain, with its widespread empire and its fragile connections, 
must hang on to both to survive. Thai is the task Churchill has set for himself and 
Eden. Very few men in the world see this as clearly as the strong-willed, brilliant 
Churchill. He has used all the charm and persuasiveness the London diplomatic corps 
could muster to intersplice British imperialistic interests into the expanding power 
of Russia and the United States. A British fleet, air or sea, can never compete now 


For here are the facts behind the scenes which we are not being 
The agreements made are purely surface agreements that can last only as long 


(Continued on next page) 
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Relations Between Church and State 


An amazingly frank study of the religious situation in Italy has 
been released by the authoritative Foreign Policy Association. This 
outstanding research institute is highly regarded in all learned circles 
and the report we give you here of their documentary findings should 
receive the special attention and interest of all our readers. The 
italics are ours. 

The future of relations between [the Catholic] church and 
[political] state in Italy is a thorny question on which opinions are 
sharply divided, although exponents of both factions which have en- 
gaged in the perennial conflict between these two institutions are in 
substantial agreement that very great changes are in prospect. They 
differ chiefly on the manner and degree of change which the church 
will be required to accept in the new state which will emerge out 
of the war. 

Two circumstances make the problem difficult to understand and 
are often overlooked by partisans of one side or the other. First, 
while the preponderant majority of the Italian people are members 
of the Roman Catholic Church, they are, as Professor Salvemini 
[noted Italian scholar and Harvard professor—see Between the Lines 
of September 27, 1943] has said, “Catholics in moderation.” The 
majority are indifferent; only at the two extremes will there be 
found militantly Catholic or militantly anti-clerical minorities. It 
should be no difficult matter, therefore, to set restrictions on the 
ecclesiastical body, including the Vatican. This had in fact been 
done, it will be recalled, between 1870 and 1929. In 1929 the Lateran 
Treaty “settled” the Roman Question and restored the church to a 
privileged position in the state. With the recovery of the democratic 
parties, this trend is expected to be reversed. 

A second important factor is the confusion that has arisen con- 
cerning the relations between fascism and the church. It is often 
made to appear that the church has been and still is the ally of 
fascism; and, at the same time, it is explained that fascism and the 
church have been and still are locked in conflict. Neither assertion 
is wholly true nor wholly false. Perhaps some of the confusion can 
be cleared away if, in the first case, one were to refer either to church- 
men or ecclesiastics instead of the church. For the members of the 
ecclesiastical body in Italy have divided, as have the Italian people, 
on the virtues or evils of fascism. In the second case, it is clear 
enough that the objectives of fascism and the church are incom- 
patible. 

Whether or not loyal churchmen justify fascism, there are in- 
dications today that the church as a whole stands to suffer, at least 
temporarily, for alliance with fascism on the part of some of its 
most important features. 

When Mussolini, professed atheist and violent anti-clerical, [came 
to power, he] needed the prestige and assistance he could win by 
coming to terms with the Vatican. It was he, therefore, who took 
the initiative in the negotiations which culminated in the Lateran 
Treaty of 1929. 

The Lateran Treaty was made up of three documents: a political 
agreement, establishing the sovereign territory of Vatican City; a 
financial agreement, compensating the Papacy for losses sustained 
when its temporalities were absorbed; and a religious agreement, a 
Concordat, defining the reciprocal relations of church and state in 
Italy. The Concordat was the vital part of the engagement for fas- 
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cism and the Vatican alike because it bound the two together with 
ties of mutual interest, more tightly for the church than for the state. 
Mussolini was not reluctant to infringe on the rights of the church 
when it was to his advantage, while the church, in order not to lose 
all, had to retreat before his advance. The impression thus gained 
ground that the church preferred peace with fascism at the price set 
by Mussolini. 

This impression was further increased by the outspoken support 
of fascism expressed by a few prominent Italian_ ecclesiastics, of 
whom the most prominent and most persistent was Cardinal Schuster 
of Milan. It gained strength also from occasional remarks by Pope 
Pius XI who, in a moment of unjustified optimism, referred to Mus- 
solini as “the man sent by Providence” and, in another moment of 
patriotic enthusiasm, indirectly expressed satisfaction at the success 
of the Ethiopian campaign. But against these commitments in favor 
of fascism must be balanced Pius XI’s uncompromising denuncia- 
tions of fascism, particularly his Encyclical, Non abbiamo bisogno, 
and the bold criticisms be made on the eve of his death. Moreover, 
it must be remembered that many of the clergy opposed the regime 
in silence. Yet when all of this is taken into account, it remains 
clear that the church is regarded as sharing some of the blame for 
fascism. 

What are the penalties the church may be asked to pay? Pro- 
fessor Binchy believes it will suffer persecution of the clergy, con- 
fiscation of ecclesiastical property, and abolition of state support for 
clerical incomes. This conclusion, coming from one of Professor 
Binchy’s authority, should not be taken lightly, although its pes- 
simism seems unjustified. The Mazzini Society in this country, ex- 
pressing the views of important republican elements, went on record 
affirming that the Italian Republic “must respect loyally the liberty 
of the Pope as a chief of the Catholic International Church; that 
the rights of the Vatican city must be confirmed. But... all 
privileges of civil and political character must be abolished without 
exception; State and Church in Italy must be separated; all religious 
denominations must have equal rights and protection under a common 
law.” The Party of Action also recommends that freedom of re- 
ligion be assured, and calls for the separation of church and state. 

The affirmations encourage the belief that the political and finan- 
cial sections of the Lateran Treaty will probably stand, even if the 
Treaty is re-negotiated as a matter of form. But the Concordat is 
almost certain to be modified or abandoned and, if this is done with 
the consent of the Vatican, relations between church and state are 
likely to improve rather than deteriorate. If the Vatican resists 
stubbornly, the fires of anti-clericalism may be kindled in Italy. 


Dies Committee Reports 


Some folks have been believing that the Dies Committee has been 
saving our civilization. The following is typical of a Dies Committee 
finding : 

The FBI recently disclosed that on investigation of the 1,121 gov- 
ernment employes whom the Dies Committee accused of “subver- 
sive” activities, only four were actually guilty of the charges brought 
against them. On three of these four, the FBI already had records. 

Of course that one communist may have been worth getting! 
However, it pays to keep your fingers crossed and your tongue in 
your cheek when you read a Dies report! 








